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© the Iuſtrions His Grace Tames 
Duke of Grmmona, &c. = 
'lay it pleaſe Your Grace, 
#*O permit Y ur Obliged Chapl471 to: 
' publijh tis following Treatiſe under 
r Grace's Name.TheDeſizn of which, 
4 hum'lity,is to uindicate theGreat 
7 7efty of Heaven, from the Mal:tious 
t-ctions of a Blaſphemous Tongue. 
f the Perſon coucerned im theſe Papers 
' not confeſſed, upon Demand, That 
- :e1s a God; I ſhould then have juds 
. by toe reſt of his Diſcourſe, that hs 
'.s5 & down-right Atheilt. And ought 
nave treated him as ſuch, and 105 
he milder Name of Deilt. | 
ut whether Deiit or Atheilt Lis Ex. 
. ons were ſo extravagant,That I aid 
think to havereturi'd him #0 An- 
* It being neither prudent nor ſafe 
{t Pearls before Swine. And per- 
'-* ſaci Bravoes as theſe are beſt Ars 
©. *a with Silence:Mho d:ſervenſhargs 
C onfiitation then c.u1 be giuen them 
2 the Pen, But when Iremenbver'd 
adice of Solomon; Anſwer a Fool 
ording to his tolly, leit he be wite 
is own Conceit. And did lizewife 
V2, how this Heffor of Satan re- 
ed js Ranavles in the Neighbor- 
{of my Pariſh. And with wht Sor 
'reated my Profeſſion, with @ Cone 
Pacorvace ms if you can, { hen | 
| © E414 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
tought it my Duty, to magnific mi 
Office, by pleading the Canſe of » 
Great Maſter, agnnſt the taunting R 
proaches of this inſulting Sennacheric 

If what I have here writ may be t 
any meaſure uſeful to the Cauſe of R.. 
{:g10n, I do chearfully Publiſh it unde 
Tour Grace's Patronage. And when 
have firſt Declar'd ; That 1 mw 
hate-Flattery; And am either too Prot 
or too Honeſt to be guilty of ſuch mem 
neſs; I will then take the Freedom : 
rell the Worla,how highly I Honour Yoe. 
Grace's Worth and Vertues. And wha 
Satisfattion it is to all true Lovers 1 
t/12 Houſe of Ormond to obſerve the Bui 
aing Hopes of Your Grace's Greatneſs, 

"Tis an Argument of a truly great ax 
generous Mind, tobear Aagverſity wit 
Patience. And tho "tis much hope 
through Gods Bleſſing upon His Maj 
ſties Arms,Your Grace's Affairs will 
a ſhort time, be in abetter Poſture ; y- 
poſſibly few Perſons, of Your Grace's þ 
gure, world have born ſome Paſſag 
with ſuch Decency as You have done. 

But when I remember the genero: 
Examples of your Illuſtrious Grand-F 
ther and Heroic Father, "tis but w/ 
was expefied from Your Grace. 
Greatncſs ſeems to be entailed u 
Tour Family. And that Your Gr: 
way live to equal the Worth © 
Greatzcſs of Your Anceſtors, ts 
Prayer &, My Lord, 

vir Grace's Chaplain in all Di | 
ful ObJervancs W, Aiſhet 


A —— rr rr INS 


——  — — ———— 
= A —— 
: P — 


SIR, 


Have juit cauſe even as A 
I Chyiſizan, but much more as 

a Church.man, to expreſs my 
Reſentments againſt your late 
Diſcourſe, Thoſe Atheiftical Ha- 
rangues againſt tþe 2aj-fly of God 
and his Providence ; the Immort2- 
lity of the Soul , Rewards and Pus 
niſhments in another World; parti- 
cularly, againft the Cerraznry and 
Eternity of Hell Torments ; were 
doubtleſs to be rejzQed with the 
higheft Indignation. And I am 


fo ſar from condemning my ſelf, | 


as guilty of an unneceſſary Zeal 
in ſo doing; that T rather judge it 
my Duty, to confirm an eniarge 
the Admenttzens | then gave you. 

I will not exaſperate by a mi- 
nute repetition 0: your CXtra- 
vagant 
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vagant Expreſhons (for indee + 


hey are not fit to be repeatec 
put ſhall in Charity to your ſe. 
and others of your Complcxio! 
defire you briefly to contde : 
theſe Two Things. 

JT. The Rudeneſs, II. TI: 

Danger ot ſuch Diicourſes. 
From the former of thefe To9- 
Pics, let me adviſe you to pollifſ 
your Converſation; and to be 
have your ſelf, at leaft as a Gen: 
#3 eman, if not as a Chriſtian, For 
pray, Sir, conſider ; How un 
gentile it is, to diſturb innocen® 
Mirth, and jngenious Society with 
iuch exaſperating Digreſhons. 
 *Tis, you know, an unfortu 
nate miftake to affront any Perſor. 
in the preſence of his Friend. An 
upon ſuch intimation given (ever 
out. of reſpe& to the Company 
the moſt inveterate malice is uſa 
ally filenc'd. 
You will likewife acknowledg; 
he muff needs be a Man of a very 
cold Conftitution,who can fittame 
and unconcerned, whilſt his Prince, 
| his 
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his Parent, his Patron and Benef 2- 


' Foy ſhall be reviled and aſperſed. 


If the Xing ſha} be Libzlled 
and Reproached, his Perſon Ri- 
diculed, his Tile diſpatel, his 
Government traduced as T1 yrainie 
caland Unjiſt; An honeft, loyal 
5ubjet will not barely reprove 


ſuch a railing Shime?, with a Cnrſe 


not the Lnrds Anoint-d, but accor- 


ding to his Allegiance , he will 


bring the Rebel to a ſharper Ac- 
count. 

A Dutifal Child will, h2yond 
all Patience, be provoked ; to 
hear his Father treated as a Villain 
and a Raſcal. And a faithful S-r- 
vant, on ſuch occaſion, will equal- 
ly be moved for the Credit of his 
Maſter, 

Now is God only Friendleſs ? 
Is no Man think you concerne}, 
for the Honour and Glory of ſo 
greata Majeſty 2 When Blaſphe- 


*mous Mouths ſhatl revil: by Na- 


rure ; Burl:ſqu: his Laws ; Deſbiſe 
buy Promiſcs; Contemn þis Threat- 
nings; Laugh at bu Terrors ; DO 
. you 
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you think ſuch Enlargement as 
this, can be welcoine or accepted 
in a Chriſtian Society ? If you 
fancy that it will, let me then - 
convince you of your miſtake, 
whillt I thus briefly inform you, 
what apprehenſions we Chriftiins 
have of Almighty GoJ, 

We Believe; That there 1s 
One Supream Bezng, not only in- 
{finitely Great and Powerful, but 
alſo infinitely Good, Benign and 
Gracious. That as he made all 
Things by his Power, {o he go- 
verns them by his Providerce, 
"That he hath a more peculiar re- 
gard to his Creature 24an, whom 
he hath endowed with PerfeQi- 
ons beyond other Beings, © That 
he hath not only provided all ſui- 
table Accommodations for 1h 
Life (in which we continually de- 
pend on his Care and Bounty) 
but alſo hath made us capable of 
a better, That when we Die, we 
do not periſh as the Brures, but 
have Souls immortal, which ſhall 
never ceaſe to be, That he hath 
Pro» 
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provided a Happineſs for theſe 
Souls (yea and our Bodies alfo, 
vhich ſhall riſe again and be uni- 

ed to them) infinitely beyond 

| our preſent apprehenſions. That 
unſpeakable Joys are prepared 
for thoſe that Jove God, 7. e. who 
are obedient to his Commands. 

As for thoſe who ſhall finaily re- 
ws his Precepts, and ſtupidly fol- 
ow their own brutiſhInclinations, 
there is a ſad Eternity expetts 
them in the other World. 

But our comfort is, God made 
us to be happy; and if We are 
not ſo, it is certainly our own 
faults. For he ſhews us vur Danger, 
and inftruas us how to avoid it. 
He expoſtulates with us, why we 
will Dye and Periſh? And we may 
be confident, fince God is Truth 
it ſelf, he is very lincere in thoſe 
Expoftulations. And as the high- 
eft Evidence of all this, He ſent his 
Son into the World, not only to 
inftru@ us, and to be an Exam- 
ple of holy Life, but alſo to Dye 
for us, and toreconcite us to him- 
{elf. A 3 Now, 
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Naw, #e that ſpared not his own 
Son, bur delivered him up for us al, 
bow fhall be not with kim alſo, free 
ly give us all Things ? 

In Sum, God is the moft 1n4u?- 

gent Farber, the moſt hountiful Be- 
nefafor , and the ſureft Fricn, 
He hath promiſed (and he is able 
todo it) to defend us 1n all Dane 
gers 3; to relieve us in all our 
Wants; to dire us in all our. 
Doubes, Finally, He wil/ guide us 
by ks Counſel bere, And,it we fol- 
low his Conduct, wil ar Jaft bring 
5 to bus Glory, 

Such Apprehenfions as theſe all 
g00d Chriftians have of God. 
From whence, pray, do you judge, 
how unpleaſant it muft be to Per- 
ſons thus perſwaded, to hear ſuch 
an-exceilent Being. Deſpiſed 3 So 
great a Majeſty Prophaned ; and 
ſuch infinice Goodneſs 4bufed. 

And therefore -fince Men are 
Impatient to hear that contemnel, 
which they value and admire ; Or 
to be told that is fall”, which they 
firmly belieyeto be true ; Do not 

tura 


EY 

turn Converſation info Brawls 
and Quarrels, At leaft be ſo mo» 
deft as not to affront the common 
Senſe of Mankind. But it you 
will not Worſhip God your ſelf, 
yet at leaft be ſo civil as not to 
Laugh at thoſe that ſhall. 

And that I may convince you, 
what little Cauſe there is to be fo 
pleaſant on ſuch Occations:I muſt 
deſire you further to conſider, 
Not only the Rad-neſs, but alſo, 

IT. The Danger of (uch Diſcourſes, 

And here I may rationally ſup- 
poſe, you have ſo much Love for 
your ſelf, that you dread the 
Thoughts of being Eternally mi- 
ſerahle. And TI appeal to your 
own Experience, it the ſerious 
Apprehenfſion even of the Poſſ1- 
bility of fuch Torments, like 
B-Iſhaz3.ar's Hand upon the Wall, 
hath not looſned your Foynts ; per- 
plext your Thoughts, and dampt 
your Pleaſures? 

And therefore, ſince a miftake 
in this matter is like to prove ſo 
fatal, you ought to be well aſſured 

A4 what 
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what you do, and upon what 
Grounds you do proceed, 

For it is not ſufficient Security 
in this Caſe to athrm [Perhaps 
there is no Life after this; And, 
*T'is probable there is no Account to 
be given in another World. And you 
are not able to underſtand, bow there 
ſhould be ſuch a Hell, ſuch a Plice 
of Torments, &c,}] 1 ſay, this is 
not ſufficient. But if you will pro- 
ceed with Reaſon, you muſt then 
further Demonſtrate ; That it is 
plainly impoſſible, and a flat Con- 
tradition that ſuch Things ſhould 
be.Unleſs therefore you can prove 
this Propoſition; Ie « impoſſible 
there ſhould be any future Account ; 
Any Torments in another World, 
you do not a& upon Prudential 
Grounds, nor ſhew your ſel Ma- 
fter of ſuch exalted Reaſon, as 
you commonly pretend to. 

*Tisa known Rule, which all 
Wife Men will obſerve, Provide 
for the Worſt, And therefore tho 
it ſhould be granted to be highly 
emprobable, Or (as you are pieaſed 

to 
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to Phraſe it).4 very anlikely mattey, 
that there ſhould be a Zell, or a 
State of ſuch difmal Torments , 
yet unleſs 'you can farther prove, 
Thaf it is utterly Impofible, you 
are obliged in Trudzaceto provide 
for the worft. Even to amend 
your Life, and to reform thoſe 
PraQtices, which, if there be a 
Hel, will moft certainly bring 
you thither, 

1 muft confeſs you have a very 
difficult Task, whilſt you attempt 
to prove a Negative, But if you 
will be trying of your skill, Tle 
ſhew you the Method in which 
you muſt proceed. 

Whoeyer ſhall undertake fo 
extravagant a Deſign as to prove 
there is no Hell, He muſt Firft 
con{ider thoſe Grounds and Rea» 
fons, upon which all good Chri- 
ftians do believe it, and he muſt 
then ſhew thoſe Grounds to be 
Inprſſible, and to imply a Con- 
tradition; or elſe he trifles and 
deceives his own Soul. 

Now if any one ſhould a:k'me, 

As Why 
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Why 1 Believe a Hell ? [ Did / 
ever ſee any of that Infernal Regi- 
on? Did lever converſe with thoſe 
Damned Spirits ? Did they ever tcl] 
me there is ſuch a diſmal Flice?} 

I Anſwer, No. But I theretore 
believe it, Becauſe God, who is in- 
falibly True, bath plainly Declared 
#t. If it further ſhall be Demand- 
ed, | How am | aſured that God 
bath rbus Declared ?] 

I Anſwer, Becauſe the Z#cly 
Scriptures which contain the mind 
of God, and in which the ſureft 
Notices of another Woeild are to 
be found ; I ſay, Theſe Scriprures 
do in plain Terms inform me, 
That there is ſuch a Hell, Theies 
fore / Bclieve it, 

So that this Truth, There #« 2 
Hell, and the Torments of it are E- 
zrernal, is proved and ſupporteil 
by theſe following Propotitions, 

_ 1. God bath Revealed bis Will 10 

Mankind. 

2. Thefe Books we cal the Hiily 
Scriptures contain this Revelation © 

of the Divine Wil. | 
3. Thes 
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2. This Truth, That there is a 
Hell, and that the Torments of it 
are Eternal, 7s fully Revealed in 
theſe Holy Scriptures. 

4.What God hath Revealed in theſe 
Holy Scriptures is Infaiibly True. 
And conſequently; Whoever 
will pretend to prove it Impoſh- 
ble, Thar there 7s ſuch a State of E- 
rerna} Torments, He muft make 
00d theſe Propoſitions. 

ti. That it is Impoſſible, that Al- 
mighty God ſhould reveal bis Will 
rw Mankind, Or elſe, 

2. If the Poſſibility of ſuch Re- 
velation (hall be granted ; he muft 
then prove, Thar 7t is Imp:/ible, 
that theſe Boks we c21} the Scrip- 
rures ſhould contain this Revelation 
of the Divine Will. Oc, 

2. If both the former ſhall be 
acknowleig'd; He muſt then 
prove it Im poſhble, Thar ſuch 2 
Dotrine concernins the Eternity of 
Hell-Torments ſhould be revealed in 
Scripture, Ocr elſe, 

4. He muſt mzke jt appear, 
That what God hath thus Reveale4 
cannci pr fioly be trazs A 
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As to the Firſt ; 

Ivine Revelation is ſo far 

from being Impoſſible, that 

.ze bath whe bighefi Probabilities to 
ſupport it. 

You have already granted, 
There is a God. And I am ſure, 
upon due Confideration you wil 
Ffucther grant 3 That God is a 
R2tional IntelleQual Being ; A free 
Agent, having Liberty of Choice 
to determine his own ARions. 
And conſequently , what ſhould 
hinder, but that ſuch a God .may 
communicate his Defigns and In- 
tentions to Mankind ? 

Men you know do frequently 
diſcover, not only what they re- 
ſolve at preſens, but alſo their Ap- 
prehenſions de futuro, what they 
purpoſe to perform hereafter. 
And this faculty is acknowledged 
a great perfeftion in human Na- 
cure, ſuch as other Creatures are 
not capable of, Why then will 
you deny that Capacity to ſo ex- 
ccllent a Bring ag'an infinite God, 
which 


| Q ſunt Dii, neque ante declarant 
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which yet you will grant to A li- 
mited and finite Creature ? 

Az this expoſtulation will ap- 
pear the more rational, when I 
have further tald yons That if 
you deny the Pof#5il::tz of Divine 
Revelation, you have £aen the 
Suffrage of all the World againft 
you, All Nations and all Religi- 
ons, Fzwiſh, Heathen , Mahume- 
tan as well as Ciri/iian do acknows 
ledge and ſuppole it. | 

If ftiit You cas doubt of ſo clear 
a Iruth, Tully in his Books de Die 
wvinatione may then convince you. 
His Authority I ſhall nct urge (for 
the Authority of God himſelt is 
rejeged by you) but it is his Rea- 
ſon only 1 defire you to obſerve. 


bominibus que futura ſunt * 

Aut non dilligunt hbomines : Aut 
quid eventurum fit ignorant : Aut 
exiſitimant nihil intereſſe heminum 
ſeire quid futurum fit; Aut non 
cenſent eſſe ſue Majeſtatis praſignis 
ficare bominibus que ſun futurg 
Aut ea ne iplt quidem Dit fignificare 
. Prfent, 
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poſſunt. At neque non diligunt nos * 
Sunt enim benefict, generique homi- 
numamici: Neque ignorant ea qua 
ab ipfis conftitura © d-fignara ſunt 1 
N-que noſlra nitil imerefl ſcire «4, 
que eventura ſunt : Erimus erim 
cautiores ft ſciemus  Neque toc a» 
Hienum ducunt Maj-flate (ug Mi- 
hil ef enim beneficeni qa praliantius; 
Neque non poſſune farura pranoſce- 
ye : Non ipitur © ſunt Dit, nec fige 
nificant futura. V. Cicer : De Di» 
"vin, Pag, 265g. Edit. du Puis, 
Lut. 1565. Fol. 

Thus that excellent Ph7lofopher 
argues, in the Perſon-of a S97c. 
'The Senſe of whofte words, | thail 
thus faithfully give you in this 
following Paraptraſe. 

© It there bea God, and vet this 
* God doth-not reieal his Will to 
* Mankind: 1f he bath made no 
©Difcovety of a future State ; nor 
© given uSany notice of Rewards 
*znd Puniſkhments in another 
£ World. Then, Some of theſe fol- 
* lowing Particulars! muſt be aftc r- 
*red by us, Either. 1/f, That 

b * Go! 
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6+ it, 
© God hath no Love nor Concern 
* for Mankind ; Or elte, 24'y. 
* That God himſelf is ignorant of 
* future Events ; Or 311y, That 
* God apprehends it will be of no 


© advantage to us. to know what 
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may poſh ly befall us : Oc elſe, 
4thly, That it is a Dimunition 
of his State and Majz/ty, to Com- 
* municate his Intentions to Man- 
* kind, Orelſe L4#ly, If there 
*be a future State, Then, That 
© God himſelf is not able to De- 
© clare it, 

* But nore of theſe Thiage can 
© be affirmed. 

* Not the Fir ; For God truly 
© Loves ue, and is very indulgent 
* and heneticial to Mankind. Nor 
*21lv; Can God be ignorant of 
* future Events, becauſe they are 
* appointed and determined by 
"him. Nor 34:3; Can it be pre- 
© tended, that the rocices of a ft- 
© ture Statz will be of no advan- 
© tage fo us: Since this very ap- 
© prehenfion that we muſt render 
* an Account of a!l our Agtions, 

* «31 
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| © will make us more cautious : not 
tt ©tolive at random; bur ts take 
| * heed what we do. And there- 
< fore 4rhly. It is far from being | 
* repugnant to the Majeſty of {| 
© God to reveal his Intentions ; [ 
* ſince nothing is more generous 
* then Bounty and doing Good, - ! 

© And Za/ily, God is fo iar from 
'* *being unable to Declare future | 
| © Pyents; that he could notbe God | 
* unleſs he did fore-know them. f 

From theſe Premrf.'s 1 may very 
| ſuicably conclude with the ſame 

TULLY, Sun autem Dit, fignifi- 
cant ergo, There is a God, Ttere- 
fore He hath revealed his Will to 
Mankind. 

The Poſhbility of Divine Re- 
relation, zn Theft, being thus efa- 
bliſhed ; let us next examin, 7 
#ypockeſi, by what Medzums you 
c2n pretend to evince, 

Secondly, That It 1s Impoſhble, 
Tra rteſe Books we call the Scriptures 
freuld contain this Revelaricn of the 
Di: ine Will. Or. Thas the Dottr ines 
theren expreſſed ſhould proceed from 

6:7; 
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4:4, 
Gol; ſhould be ditated by his Spirit, 
or Publiſhed by bis Command. 

Now there are but Two Ways; 
whereby the proof of ſuch Impoſ- 
bility can be attempted. Either, 

1. Ic mu appear, That the 
Contents of this Book are unwor- 
thy of ſuch an excellent Author ; 
and that the matters therein con- 
tained, are jnconſiftent with that 
dueNotton of God. which even na«- 
tural Reaſon doth ſuggeft:or clfe, 

2. That the Penmen of theſe 
Scriptures were Perſons of ſuch 
ſlender Reputation, that we have 
no reaſon to believe them, tho 
they tell us expreſly they received 
this Book from God. 

* As to the former of theſe pre- 
tences ; Tolle, Lege, Take this 
Divine Book into your Hand ; But 
do it without prejudice. Read it 
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with the ſame indifference you 


would peruſe any other Author, 
and then refolve me. What Paf- 
ſage (either #iForical or Dottri- 
na) can you find in this facred Vo- 
lume, which doth in the leaft con- 


or a- 
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' tradit, either the E0l7neſs, Miſe 
dom, Goodneſs, Fuflice, Truth, or 
any other of the Divine Attri- 
butes? If you afh-m, that there 
1s ſome ſuch Paſſage, an1 that 
there are ſuch Contradictions 3 
When you have firſt produced 
them, and told us what they are ; 
F ſhall then, through Divine 
Afhſtance, endeavour your Sat's- 
faction, 

As to the 21, viz. The Credit of 
th: Penmen: The utmoſt that can 
be urged againſt their Aurbortcy is 
this. [ That there being many Cheats 
and Imp)itors in the World, "tis 
the Charatter of true Wiilom nt 
ro be over-cre/ulous. And there- 
fore tho we read expreſly in the Bi- 
ble, All Scripture is given by in- 
ſpiration of God, And Holy Men 
of God ſpake, as they were mo- 
ved by the Haly Ghoft : Fer this 
(faith the Deift) is but the Teflimo- 
ny of Men in their own Cauſe Who 
gr? deed to be admitted, as very 
fai:bful Witneſſ:s, if we may believe 
1h-mi-lv*s, and muſt take their own 
RB :rds.) For 
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For the true State of th? mat- 
ter, according to his Senſe 15 this. 
{ The Writers of theſe Books ro ſup- 
port their Credit, and 9 rai'e them- 
ſelves a Name (as Mihomet from 
his Pigeon, and Numa Pompilius 
fr-m his Egeria) bave counterfetted 
a Divine Commiſion, and deliver- 
ed 1h-is Meſſage ia the Name of the 
Lord. ] 
To which malfcious Suggeſtion, 
1 ſhall return this brict and, 1 
hope, full Rep!y. 

The bigheit Evidence of Divine 
Authoriry,is the Concurrence of Di. 
vine Power, 1. e, The utmoſt al- 
ſurance which can be given by 
any Perſon, that he atts by a Di- 
vine :Commiſhon, and- that the 
Meſſage he delivers was received 
from God: It is the working of 
ſuch Miracles, in Confirmation of 
his Dottrin, as are beyond the 
Power of any natural Agent. 

Now Feſus of Nazareth,the Aus 
thor of the Chrif7an Faith, moſt 
expreſly aſſures us, That the Do- 
{trines he deliver'd were zeceiv'a 

| from 
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from God. My Do- 
Foh. 7.16, @Qrine is not mine, but 
12. 49, 59. his that ſent me, I 
have not fboken of my 

ſelf, but the Father that ſent me, 
be gave me 4 Commandment what I 
ſhould fay, and waat I ſhould ſpeak. 
whatſoever 1 [peak therefore even as 
the Father ſaid unto me, ſo 1ſpeak. 
And becauſe it might ſeem un- 
reaſonable, to believe him herein 
upon his 'own word; he makes 
| this plain Confeſh- 
| Fob. 5. 21, ol. If I bear Wit- 
| neſs of my ſelf, my 
Wirneſs is not true, i.e, If Tonly 
bear Winneſs of my ſelf, my Witneſs 
is nos eftcQive, or convincingly 
erue. Theve Is ano- 

F. 32, 33. ther that beareth Wit- 
34, 326, weſs of me : Ye ſent 
anr0 Foby, and be bare 

Witneſs unto the Truth, But ] re- 
ceive not Teſlimony from Man, i. &. 
only from Man. I have greater 
Witneſs then that of John 2 Foy the 
Works which the Father hath given 
me to finith, the ſame Works that 1 
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do,bear Witneſs of me,that 
the Farther bath ſent me. Foh. 10. 
And when the Jews 24, 25. 
came round about bim, 
and ſaid unto bim, How lang do$i thou 
make ns 10 doubt? If thou be the 
Chrift, tell us plataly. Jeſus anſwer- 
ed them, 1rold you, and ye believed 
not ; The Works rhat 1 do in my Fa- 
thers Name, they bear Witneſs of me, 
What theſe Works are, the E- 
vangeliſts have largely Recorded. 
Some of them are briefly repeated 
by our Lord himſelf, in his Ante 
ſwer to Fobn's Diſci- 
ples. —— The Blind Luk 7. 22+ 
ſee, tbe Lame walk, the 
Deaf hear, the Dead are raiſed. By 
ſuch miraculous Works as theſe, 
our Blefed Saviour doth juſtihie his 
Commiſſion, That he was the Meſ- 
fas, 7, e, that he was thar Perſon 
who was ſent from God ; to Pub» 
liſh, to Purchaſe, to effte& the 
Salvation of Mankind. - 
Theſe were the Credentials of 
this Heavenly Azenr: The Divine 


Seal to his Commitſion, which 
mage 
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made it Authentic, Which unleſs 
he had produced, he could not ra- 
tionally have challenged any ac- 
ceptance from the 
Fok. 10. 37. - World. If 1do net 
'4he Works of. my Fa- 
ther (7, e, Works only impurcable 
to Gods extraordinary Power ) 
Believe me not. If 1 
£- T5. 24. thad not done amorg 
| them; the Works which 
none other Man did, they (the incre» 
dulous Fews) bad not kad Sin : 2. e. 
had not been culpable for Unbe- 
lief. Intimating plainly z That if 
he: had not confirmed his Nottrin 
with ſuch convincing Miracles , 
they were not to be blamed, tho 
they did rejed him as an Impo- 

Kor, | 

- But ftill you will ſay, [ The Que 
fiton is de fatto, How can } be aſ- 
ſured that ſach Airacles were really 
done by bim? Fad I lived in thoſe 
Days ,and ſeen any of bis Miracles,l 
#ould then hawe known kow to have 
Judged of them, Bur 10 tell me of 
Things done Sixteen Hundred 7ears 
| ag0, 
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489, is not mach to the purpoſe, There 
kath been Fugling and Collufion in 0- 
ther Caſes; and for ought 1 know, 
there bath been in this. ] 

To ſatisfie which trifling Scru- 
ple, give me leave with ſome tree- 
dom thus to expreſs my ſelf. That 
it Men will curn perfe& Sceprics; 
and Cauſeleſly ſuſped the Truth 
of all ſuch Paflages, as they did 
not aQgually ſee done witn their 
own Eyes, or hear with their own 
E ers, they are not worthy of Con- 
vid on. And if this be your Tem- 
P:r, we muſt then Turn you to 
Graſs, and there leave you, But 
if there is ſuch a thing as Fides 
biltoricz; or any afſurance can be 
had of thoſe Tranſactions, which 
are beyond and aboye our own 
Times, there may then be given 
as great evidence of theſe Mira- 
cles, as any matter of Fact is capa- 
ble te admit. For, Theſe things 

erc not done in a Corner; but plain- 
ly and openly, and in the fight of 
many Witnefſzs ; and with ſuch 
remarkable Circumftances, as 
might 


(24 ) 
might beſt expoſe them to the 
ſtricteſt Examination, 
To: omit many others , pray 
read the Stories of 
(a) Lub, $, (a) Fairus Daugh- 
(6b) Luk, 7, ter, the (b) Widows 
Son of Nin, and of 
(c)Fob.11. (c) Lazarus. The laſt 
of which (viz, Laza- 
yus) had heen Dead four Days, 
and Buried till he fnank, and yet 
at the call of Feſus ( although 
bound Hand and Foot with 
Grave-Cloths) he came forth, all 
the Multitude beholding, 

This' fat Miracle was ſo emi- 
nently convincing, and 4id ſo ſtar- 
fle the Chief Pricfks and Phariſees; 
that they called a Council upen it, 

and ſaid, What > we? 
Fob. 11. For this Man doth many 
47, 48. Atiracles, If we I-t 
| tim thus alone, all} Men 
w7ll belteve on him. 
- [ 4lI this, ſaith the Deift, were 
evidently true, and mnſt needs be 
granted, 1f we had mot juſt canſe 10 
ſuſpe& your Proof, Teu tell us in- 
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ded that Jeſus did ſuch and ſuch Mi- 
racles; pariicularly, That be raiſed 
the Dead, But pray who are they 
thar retort theſe Things? Were they | 
not his wn Diſciples and Followers? 
Ani have we not preat rea{on to ſu- - 
ip 4, they might forge theſe Stories 
for the Credit of their Mafter ?] 

In Anſwer to which Cavil (be. 
cauſe Obj-Atons are endleſs) we 
ſhall put the Matter upon this 
ſhort Iſſue. 

Theſe Writers do tell us ; That 
F jus did not only raiſe others 
frem tiie Dead ; but alſo that he 
raiſed himſelf. Yea, further they 
acquaint us, That before he Dzed, 
he promiſed his Apoftles that he 
would riſe again. And moreover 
gave this alſo as a S7zn to all the 
People , whereby they ſhould 
know 3; That bis Do@rin was true, 
and that he was ſent from God, If 
therefore I can evidently prove 


+, to you, That Felus of Nazareth 


did riſe again from the Dead, and 
conſequently 3 That the Penmen 
of the New-Tefament did herein 

| de- 
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declare nothing but Truth ; you 
will then have no reaſon to ſu- 
ſpe their Fidelity in any other 
Infiance. 

Now in order to your Convi- 
ation (which i; moſt heartily pray- 
ed for) i muſt deſire you to grant 
me this Poſtulttum, viz. | 

That the Reſurretion of Feſus is 
fatter of Fat, And conſequently 
can no otherwiſe be proved, then 
Matters of Fat uſe to be. 

When we deſizn to convince 
another, that ſuch a Thing was 
Done, the ſureft Evidence we can 
give him, is the Tefimony of ſufh- 
cient credible Witnefles who ſaw 
it done. And he who is not la- 
tisfied with ſuch a Proof, we look 
upon him as a Perſon not fit to be 
Diſcourſed with. 
| Now there was never any Mat- 
ter of Fact, better or more ftrong- 
ly attefted, then the Truth of 
this Aſſzrtion; Thar Feſus roſe 
fromthe D:ad., And that, Whe- 
ther we confider the Vature of the 
Things to be attefled ; Or the 
Number 
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Number ard Quality of the Wit- 


neſes atteſting. 40D 

Firſt ; Thething to be atteftedl 
was of that Natu:e. that it might 
be fully perceived by thoſe who 
ſaw ifs 7,e. It was an Objett fit 
and proper to be judged of by 
their Senſes, 

As to the Death and Paſſion of 
Jeſus (the neceſſary Antecedents of 
his Reſurre&ion) they were plain 
Oi>jeas of Sence : Done in the 
preſence of the whole City of F-- 
ruſt} m, and conſequently of his 
£:cateft Adverſaries, 'Chat he 
tiuly Lied, all. the World could 
teftifie, No Mans Death was ever 
more {olemn or remarkable : Nor 
was this ever diſputed. So that 
thus far we are fixt and certain ; 
'T hat if Feſas did riſe again : his 
Reſurreftion was no  juyzling 
Trick, but a real Miracle. 

After his Reſurre&10n . thoſe to 
whom * he appeared: were.fright- 
ned at it,, ſuppoſing. him to be: a 
Svirie, Bat he ſufhciently affures 
them of the contraſy by appeal- 
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ing to their Senſes. 
Luk, 24.39. Behold my hands and 
my feet, that it is 
my ſelf. Handle me and ſee, for a 
Spiris bath not Fleſh and. Bones, as 
ye ſee me have, q. d, Satisfie your 
ſelves, that it is 1 the ſame who 
was Dead, that am now alive a- 
gain, But, 
Secondly 3, Not only the nature 
of the Thing (of which even our 
$enſes are competent Judges) but 
alſo the Wienefes attefting do ſuf- 
ficiently prove; That Feſus is riſen. 

Now there are Two Things 
muft concur to make a credible 
Witneſs, Knowledg and Integrity. 

1. Knowledge. No Man ought 
to be received as a fit Witneſs 
in any Matter, unleſs it do ap» 
pear ; that he had the opportu- 
nity fully to inform himſelf of the 
truth of that which he pretends 
to atteſt, 

Should any Man affirm ; That 
he ſaw a Thing done, or heard 8 
Word ſpoken ; and yet it ſhall ve 
Depoſed, by as credible Witneſſes 
So 
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as himfelf, that he was at the ſame 
time 7'werty Miles diftant ; Such 
Evidence, however confidently de» 
livered, muſt needs be falſe and 
ridiculous. . 

But now the Difciptes of ;our 
Lord had all imaginable advan- 
tages, to know the Truth of what 
they Witneſs; whilſt they affirm ; 
Thar Frſus is riſen, 

They were his conftant Follow- 
ers and Attendants. And for the 
ſpace of Three Tears, were the 
daily Obſervers of his Converſa- 
tion, And 'tis worthy your no- 
tice; That when by the Apo3zcy 
of Fudas,they wanted one of their 
Number ; they were very carefut 
to chooſe ſuch a one to ſucceed 
him, .as had been a conftant Fol- 
lower of Feſus, and had taken 
exatt notice of every thing they 
were to Witnels. 

Wherefore (faith St. Afﬀs 1, 2r, 
Peter) of theſe Men 22, 23. 

which have companied | 
with us, all the time that the Lord 
Fejus went in and out amaong.us, bes 
ginning 
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ginning from the Baptiſm of John 
unto that jame Day, that he was 14- 
ken up from us, muſt one be ordained 
70 bea Witnels with us of his Re- 
ſurreGtion. 

Obſerve here how exatt they 
were in their Choice, They would 
admit of none, but one who had 
been with them from firſt ro laft. 


That could ſpeak Things (as we 


Phraſe it) not by Xearſay only, 
but of his own knowledge : That 
if any Man ſhould ask him: Did 
you your ſelf Sze? Or, Did you 
your ſelf Hear, this, which you do 
report ? That he might then tru- 
ly anſwer that he did ; and that 
what he Preached was upon his 
own certain Knowledge. 

Now the Diſciples of our Lord 
were the conftant Hearers of his 
Dearin; and amongft other Paſ- 
ſages they heard him expreſly De- 
clare : That he would riſe again 

the Third Day. 

Fo#.2. 19, 21. Deſtroy this Tem- 

ple, and in 1hree 

Days Iwill raiſe it up. But he hue 
0 


: | 
TE Þ | 
of the Temple of hu Boy. And 
this Expreſſion of riling the Third 
Day was ſo familiar, and ſo often 
repeated; that the Chief Prieſts 
and Phariſees took no- 
tice of it to Pilate, Mat. 27; 


ſaying, Sir, we remem- 63. 


ber that that Decerver 
ſaid, while be was yer alive, after 
three Days I wil) riſe again. 
Moreover, The Diſciples and 
Followers of our Zord, were not 
only inftru8ed in his Life rime, 
that ke wonld riſe again ; but they 
likewile ſaw him afcer he was rl- 
ſen. And in ſuch a manner, with 
fuch Circumftances,as might moſt 
cft-aually command their Belicf. 
They ſaw him, not only once 
or twice, but feveral times. They 
ſaw him, not only ingly and apart, 
and in kffer Numbers ; but all of 
them, yea Five Hundred of them 
at once, And therefore tho One of 
Two might perhaps be miftaken, 


yet io great a Number could 


not politoly be impoſed on. 
Efpectaily, when we have con- 
fder't 


(32) 
fider'd further ; That they not 
only ſaw him, but had likewiſe all 
other imaginable Evidences tO 
convince them, 

For when he had appeared to 
them, and Diſcourfed with them, 
which might alſo be done by a Spr- 
ritz togive them a certain proof 
that he was no Spirit ; #anle me 
and ſee(i.,c,obſerve and ſatisfie your 


felves)for a Spirit hath norFleſh and + 
Bones as you fee me have. And leaft ” 


they might yet fcruple, that it 
was not the ſame Jeſus that was 
crucified, but ſome other Dead Bo- 
dy; which, being moved and a{tu- 
ated by an Angel, did take his 


ſhape and appear in his likeneſs ; 


To remove this doubt ; Behold 
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(faith he) 'my Hands and my Feet, { 


that it is I my ſelf. Thoſe Hands ' 
and Feet which were pierced with . 
Nails, and faftned to the accurſed 
Tree. And if you will not believe * 


your Eyes (which,according to the 
Vulgar Notion, may have a Mift 
caſt before them) then to ſatisfie 
your (clyes further,take the proof 
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of another of your Senſes. Handle 
me and ſee. And when St. Thomas 
was a little more diftcuſtful then 
the reft. Reach hi. 

ther thy Finger, and Foh. 20. 27. 
behold my Hands, 

and reach hither thy Hand, and thruſt 
zt into my ſide, and be not faithle(s 
but believing. 

Now recolle& the forementi- 
oned Paflages, and then reſolve 
me; What could have been fur- 
ther either ſaid or done to con- 
vince them, That Feſus was riſen ? 


They ſawhim, he 4d:ſcourſed with 


them, did eas before them, they 
rouched him and handled him. Aud 
all this variety of Converſation 
they had with him, not only once 
or twice, but for the ſpace of For- 
ty Days together, 

The Premiſſes conſidered, you 
muſt. needs grant :;-That the Apo» 
files were very ſufficient Witneſ- 
{es of our Blef{ed Saviours Reſur- 
region in reſpect of their Knows 
ledge. z.c. They had all imaging» 
ble advantages, to know the Truth 
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of that which they witneſſed and at- 
—_ Bur, 

2. Suppoſing their Kynowlecge 3 
And that they had ſufficient means 
of Information; yet whether were 
they Perions of that #/onr-jiy and 
Integrity as to be Believed; Or, 
was there not juft reaſon to ſu- 
ſpe, that they might deliver a 
Falſhood inftead of Truth ? 

And for this, let me delire you 
to confider that known Saying, 
VNemo gratu« malus eff, There 1s 
ſcarce any Man ſo abſurd, as to be 
a Filain for nothing. Or ſo im- 
pertinently Wicked; as to do m?/- 
chief tor miſchiefs ſake. Whoever 
therefore ſhall preſume pnblickly 
and ſolemnly to deliver a Falſe 
Teftimony'; he muſt be ſuppoſed 
to do it upon ſome urging Caule, 
AS, To raiſe bimſelf a"Name : To 


pleaſe a Panty; To advance bis For- ' 


runes : Or 10 gratifie a Revenge. 
Now, All that is 


I Fob. 2.16. in the World (faith * 


St. Fobn) u the 
Zuſt of the Fleſh, the Luft of the 
Eye, 
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Eye, and the Pride of Life, And 
whatever the Apoſtles could pre- 
poſe to themſelves, it will be com- 
prehended under one of theſe 
"Fhree. Honors, Riches,or Pl-aſnres. 

1, As to Honour; They could 
not expect it, ſince a't Dignities 
and Promot:ons were then in the 
Hands of Fews or Pagans: From 
wnom they received nothing bat 
iznominy and reproach. And by 
whom they were accounted rhe 
Dung of the Earth, and the Off- 
ſcouring »f ths Worll, 

2. As to Rich:s. Inſtead of gain- 
i0g an Eftate, they were forced to 
part with al: that they had, Either 
by a voluntary Reſignation toſup- 


' ply the wants of others (for at firft 


they bad all Things commmn) or elſe 
by the fraud and rapine of their 


, Oppreſſors. They no ſooner came 


to one Ci:y, but they were Perſe- 
cuted, and forced to fly unto ano« 


_ ther, And by this ambulatory Kind 
| of Life, without any fixt certain 


Being, they were o far from heing 
able (had they otherwiſe deſigned 
it) 


FT I 


;t) to have raiſed Eftates and For- 
cures; that they lived upon the 
Aims and Charity of others. 
And then, 

- What kind of Pleaſures they 
were toexped as their Mafterdid 
forerel, ſo they themſclves did [uf- 

ficzently expcri- 
Fob. 16, 23. ence. Inthe World 

ye ſball bave Tribu- 
Luk, 21, 12, Jatton. They fbal 
I6, 17. lay their (Hands on 

you, and perſecute 
you, and ye ſhall be betrayed both by 
Parents and Brethren,and K insfolks, 
and Friends, and fome of you fhall 
they cauſe to be put ro Death, and ye 


ſhall be bated of all |" 


Foh, 16.2. Men for my Nv 2 ſake, 
Fer 1herime cometh, 

that whoſoever killerh you , will 
think that be dnth God S:rvice, : 
St. Paul informs *- 


1 Cor, 4. 9. Us, Thar God hed ſee \ .. 
forth the Apoſtles as \,\* 


appeinted unto Death, and expoſed 
them as SpeRacles of ſcorn and 
obloquy to the World. According 
to 
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to which it did in effet 
happen to them, Even Y. 11. 
19 this preſent hour, we | 
bath hungey end thirſt, and are nak:d, 
and are buffered, and hav? no cer- 
1112 dw-Uing Place ; b-ing revilcd 
we bI-ſs.heing perſecuted we ſuffer it, 
being d-famed we intreat ; we are 
1m1de as the filth of the World, and as 
the Off-ſconring of all things anto 
thu day. 

ſ{n ſhort, ]f Contumelijes and Re- 
proaches, if Racks and Priſons, if 


 Hames & Gibbets, with other the 


moft exquiſite tormentingDeaths; 
if theſe be Pl-aſures, then indeed 
the Apoſtles and followers of our 
Lord, who witnefled hisReſurre&i- 
on, had their ſhare of Phaſures, 

And now Sir, having ſerionfly 
Debated theſe Things, pray re- 
folve me ; What juft cauſe can be 
alhgned, why Perſons of fober ra- 
tional Deportment (having the 


ul '* ſame Principle of Self-preſervation 


with other Men) ſhould, by Pub- 
liſhing Chrift's ReſurreFion, not 
only deprive themſelves of all 

com- 
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comfortable enjayments, but alſo 
ſubmit to the greateft Severities, 
and at laſt Death it ſelf ? 1 fay, 
what cauſe can be aſhgned of ſuch 
S-If.denial, if they had rot the 
higheſt Conviftions of the Truth 
of what they Publiſhed ? 

But yet further. If the 4poſi1-s 
of our Lord were ſuch Cheats and 
Impoſtors why were thev not 4 iſ- 
covered, and expoſed as ſuch? If 
the ReſurreFicn of Feſus was no 
better than a Legendary Story, 
anda cunnirngly deviſed Fable, why 
was it not then confuted ? The 
World at that time abounded with 
Learned Men.both Fews and Fea- 
tkens; who wanted neither Wir nor 
Malice for ſuch an Undertaking, 
Why were not their Pens ſharp- 
ned as wel] as their Swords 2 The 
Reaſon is evident. There were 


then ſuch Authentic R-ccrds of 


theſe matters, as could not be 

Diſputed, The 
(42) Euſeb, Hit, (xz) True 444 
Ls Is Co. 9. Pilaticto which 
(5) APol, 2. (b)Fuftin Martyr, 
PAag. 76. and 


Pa 


Lt 


Pa 


( 39 ) 
and (c) Tertullian (c) Apol. c. 
lb ſucceſsfully ap- 5. P. S, &c. 
pealedt) were then anac. 21,P. 
extant. And theſe 293. V. - 
were ſuch irrefra- Eujeb. Hift. 
gable Proots, that Ecclel. L. 2. 
Malice it ſelf was c. 2. P. 40s 
rut able to #iſs a- V. Not. 
gainft them. Val. 

There was indeed 
a very early, cho ridiculous, At- 
tempt to fiifle this Truth. The 
Chief Priefts and Phariſees having 
heard him ſay, while he was yet 
alive, Afrer rbree Days, 1 will riſe 
again ; They not only Sealed up 
the Sepulchre, but alſo procured a 
Guard of Sculliers to watch it. 
That if any report were made of 
his ReſurreC&ion.-they might then 
efteually diſprove it by produ- 
cing his Body; which for that end, 
they had now gct into their own 
-Poſſeſhon. | | 

But obſerve the Malice of theſe 
Men ; not to be convinced ; no, 
not by a Miracle, For heing told 
by the Farch (with the greateſt 
” Con- 
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Confſternation) that an Ange! had 
appearei; that the Sroze was rol- 
led away : and the Body was gone ! 
They then hired theſe Soldiers to 
report; Thar bis 
Mat. 28. 13, Diſcipl:s came by 
Night and ſtole þim 

away wilt they ſlept, What! AI 
of them \lept ? No Sentinel to 
watch for the reſt ? This was ſuch 
an extrayagant Un-ſoldier-like Al- 
legation, that nothing but the 
Impugence of a Few, could have 
impoſed upen the World. 

From theſe Premiſes, I hope it 
hath been competently proved. 

1, Thak it is very poſlible, That 
God ſhould: Reveal by Will 109 Man» 
kind, And, | 

2, It is no leſs poſſible; 1hz8 
thoſe Books we call the Scriptnres, 
ſhould contain this Revelation of the 
Divine Will, And therefore, 

2. If (theſe Two Propoſitions be- 
ing granted) you can ftil] be ſo ex- 
travagant as to affirm ; The /mpoſ- 
ſibility of Eterna} Torments; You 
muſt then prove it a 

| That 
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That any ſuch Do&rin, concerning the 
Exiſtence or Eternity of Hell Torments, 
fhould be revealed in Scripture. Or eife, 

4. You mult prove ; That what God 
hath Revealed in Scripture cannot poſ- 
febly be true. 

As to this Feurth Propoſition ; I 
ſhould but trifle toexpoſtulate it with 
you, Truth being ſuch an Eſſential At- 
tribute of God, that it never was Dif- 

ted. If therefore God hath made this 

evelation; There is a He//, and! the 
Torments of it are Eternal : {ho art 
thou, O vain Man, that diſputeſt a- 

ainſt God; Let God be true, but every 

an a Lyar. And then the only Pro 
fition for 27e to confirm, and you to ;' 
prove is this ; 1t z5 very poſſible that the 
Holy Scriptures do reveal this Doftrin, 
viz. That there is a Hell, anal that the 
Torments of it are Eternal. 

For it this be poſſible; pray the 
inform us, what is the true {enie an 
meaning of theſe following Words ? 

(a) The Angels which © 
kept not their ft Eftate, (a) Jude 6, 
but left their own Hab:- ; 
tation, he hath reſerved in Everlaſting 
Chains under darkneſs, unto the Judg- 
ment of thegreatDay. ; 
(b) When the Lord (b) 2 Theſ.-1. 7s 
Fefus ſhall be reveal- 8, % 
ed from Heaven, with 
his mighty Angelsgn flaming Fir w = 

| 7 


(42) 
king venzennce on them that know nt 
God , and that obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift. Wi ſhall be punijh= 
ed with Everlaiting Deſtruttion, from 
the preſence of the Lord, and from the 

Glory of his Power. (c) 

(c)-John. 5. Marvel not at this : lor 

28; 29. the hour is comme, in the 
h "  .,. .. which all that are inthe 

Graves fhall hear his Voice, and ſhall 
come forth, they that have done good, 
wnto the Reſurrection of Life, and they 
that have done Evil, unto the Reſur« 
| retfion of Damnati- 
(d). Dan. 12, 2. on. (d) and many of 

's them that ſleep in the 
Duſt of the Earth ſhall awake, ſome to 

Everlaſting Life, and fome to jh me, 

| end Everlaſting Con- 

(e) Mat. 25.41. tempt. (e) Then ſhall 

e ſay unto them 01 

theleft Hand; Depart from me, ye Cur- 
fed into Everlaiting Fire, pron for 
, IG the Devil and his Anz; 

(tf) Mar. 25.46. gels.(f) And theſe hx 
Te go away intoEverlait- 
mg pumſhment :But the Righteous into 
ogy 1 HEIRS Life Eternal (8) At the 
(g) Mat, 13. end of the World, the 
4.9, 50. Angels fhall come forth 

— | and ſevere the Wicked. 
from among the Juſt 5 and jhail caſt 
them into a Furnace of Fire; there jhg4 
be wailing and gnajſhing of Teeth. 
ir 


T4 
. 
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( 43) 
{h) If thy hand offend (h) Mark. 9, 
thee, cur it off : It is 43, 44. 
better for thee to enter into life maim- 
et, then having two hands, to go into 
Hell, into the Fire that never ſhall be 
gutnched : Where their Worm dieth 
not, and the Fire is 

20t quenched. (1) The (1) Rev. 20. 10. 
Leaſt and the Falſe | 

Prophet fhall we Tormented Day and 
Neht, tor ever and 

ever. (k) Be not a- (k) Luk. 12. 4, S. 
fraid of them that 

kill the Body, and after that have ns 
more tnat they can do. But Iwill fore- 
warn you whom you Ju fear : Fear 
him, which after he hath killed, hath 
Power to caſt intv Hell ; yea I ſay unto 


you, fear him. 


And now Str, having ſeriouſly per- 
uſed theſe Places of Scripture, pray re- 
folve me. Are not theſe tollowing 
Truths as plainly therein delivered, as 
any words can expreſs them ? 

i.That wicked Men are liable to 2 fur- 
ther Puniſhment after Death. Thoſe 
that kill the Body, are not able to k:// 
the Soul. But God is able to deſtroy 
both Body and Soul m Hel, z. e. (as St. 
Luke interprets St. Matthew) to caſt 
them into Hell, 

2. This Punifhment is very great and 
areadful. "Tis repreſented by Fire (the 
moit {mart and pungent Torment) _ 

+". 


( 44) 


by wa:ling and gnaſhing of Teeth, out 
ot Anguifh and Deſpair, 

3 theſe Torments are Eternal. Ever- 
laſling Pumſhment. Everlaſting Fire. 
Never fhall be quenched. Their Worm 


aieth not. 


There are indeed ſome.impertinent 
Ci:ticiſms, urged by the Soczmians and 
others, to enervate theſe Texts. Bur 
what then ? Was there ever any Truth 
{o certain which hath not bin Diſputed: 

But what if theſe Cr:f:cs are miſta- 
{ten? what if wiſer Menthen 7/ey have 
thought otherwiſe ? Pray then do not 
hazard an Eternal-Concern upon ſuch 
Niceties. 


1 did once think to have expottula- . 


ted. theſe Things largely with you And 


to havedone it withall the warmth and -* 


vigour, that: the: Concern for a precious 


1mmortal Soul could diftate. Butl mutt 
remember-to whom write. For unleſs 


your Judgment is rectified, the. beſt 
fouke. I can fay will be but marter for 


. your Sport. \It the Word of God ſhall 
Aill be Barleſqued, and Ridiculed by ' 


yon ;T have no reafen ro o__ any 
r:Reverence {ſhould be ſhewed ro 


'mine. But I hope better Things, and 


Things that accompany Salvation tho 
I thus ſpeak. | 

God Grant that you may in tr s your 
Day, conſider the Sg that beleng 30 
your Peace, before they be hid from your 
Eyes. FINES 


_ Be ENNIO 
— —— 
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